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AIMS AND SCOPE

The main objectives planned for the last INQUA 501 meeting are: (1) to provide cross-disciplinary
and cross-regional correlation of geological, geochemical, geophysical, paleontological,
archaeological, and historical records for the entire Caspian-Black Sea-Mediterranean Corridor
(CBSMC) in order to evaluate the influence of sea-level change and coastline migration on human
adaptation during the last 30 ky; (2) to lay out the content of the third (final) IGCP 521 — INQUA 501
book with a tentative title “The Caspian-Black Sea-Aegean Corridor: Late Quaternary Landscapes and
Cultural Evolution”; (3) to discuss a successor project; and (4) to present a couple of important
archaeological sites and geological outcrops that were not presented at the Second Plenary Meeting
and Field Trip in 2006.

The meeting will be held in the northwestern part of the CBSMC, between Odessa and the Ukrainian
part of the Danube Delta. The northwestern part of the CBSMC is a key region for several reasons. (1)
It has the widest (125-240 km) shelf in the basin, encompassing about 25% of the total area of the sea
compared to other parts of the shelf with widths ranging between 2.5 km (Turkey) to 2.5-15 km
(Caucasus). (2) It is located within stable platform-type structures with a gentle slope (0.001-0.002°),
and there are no known expressions of active tectonic movements that would strongly influence the
ancient shoreline positions in contrast to its southern shelf, which are tectonically active. The width,
gradient, and tectonic regime of the shelves of the Black Sea are very important because their
variations may potentially affect the record of former sea-level stands. For example, extensive
sediment input by the Danube, Dniester, Bug, and Dnieper rivers has built up an excellent geological
archive in contrast to the narrow shelves east of Crimea and along the Turkish coast, where river input
and the sedimentological record are much poorer by comparison. Differential sedimentation,
subsidence, compaction, and erosion (e.g., delta lobe-switching) occur at different localities (e.g.,
Panin 2009). (3) It holds some of the most significant evidence of human prehistory and history in the
“Corridor.” And finally, (5) it represents the “cradle” of the Flood Hypothesis in the Black Sea.

The meeting will be organized along several dimensions: climate change, sea-level oscillations and
coastline migration, human migration, and adaptative strategies in the northwestern part of the
CBSMC. It will summarize: (1) the actual status of our knowledge on a given subject, and (2) various
scientific approaches and technologies that can integrate environmental, anthropological, ethnological,
and archaeological data in order to trace the history of ancient humans in the region and predict their
future development in coastal zones under various sea-level scenarios. In addition, the meeting will
introduce young scientists, especially from Eastern countries, to new analytical techniques and state-
of-the-art interpretation of data; it will encourage east-west dialogue and integration of researchers
from different countries into the international R&D community; and it will contribute to the
preservation of cultural and religious heritage.

The meeting will cover eight days. Four days (22 - 25 August) will be spent on the plenary sessions,
and two days (26, 27 August) will be dedicated to the field trips.
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SCHEDULE

21 August: Arrival, Registration, and Ice Breaking Party.
22 - 24 August: Field trips.

25-27 August: Technical sessions.

28 August: Departure.

TECHNICAL SESSIONS

The final number of plenary sessions will depend upon the number of participants and accepted
presentations. To be accepted, the presentation has to deal with results obtained from the study of the
Caspian-Black Sea-Mediterranean Corridor. It can also have a more general scope, for example, GIS-
based modeling of the water exchange between adjacent basins: Application to the Manych-Kerch
Outlet, Bosphorus Strait, and Dardanelles; Geoinformation Systems: An overview with regard to the
CBSMC. Topics that go beyond description of data and address interpretation and broader
understanding are especially encouraged.

Topics:

e Paleontology, bio-, and ecostratigraphy of the CBSMC

e Palynology, GIS maps and models of changing vegetation based on available pollen diagrams
and surface samples from both marine and lake sites of the CBSMC
Geophysical records and sequence stratigraphy of the CBSMC

e Correlation of sea-level changes in different areas of the CBSMC based upon sediment
fingerprints, geomorphological features of ancient coastlines supplemented by paleontological
and palynological data, and radiocarbon dating

e Geochemical proxies for climate and sea-level changes in the CBSMC, and paleochemistry of
isolated basins

o Delineation of the effects of active tectonics on coastal changes in the CBSMC
Effects of active tectonics on coastal, paleogeographic and paleocenographic features in the
CBSMC and delineation of such tectonic effects

o Paleoceanographic evolution in terms of paleotemperature, paleosalinities, paleoproductivity,

and circulation patterns of the CBSMC

Efficiency of the Kerch-Manych and Marmara gateways

Evolution of the CBSMC water masses and their possible sources in space and time

Reconstruction of climate dynamics and tracing the evolution from wet to arid periods

Elaboration and comparison of sea-level curves

Degassing of the Black Sea

Assessment and correlation of available information on human adaptation to environmental

change in the CBSMC

o Preparation of databases of archaeological artifacts and determination of prospective areas in
the search for new archaeological sites (on land and underwater) in the CBSMC

e GIS-linked mathematical modeling of climate change, human and ecosystems dispersal, and
air-sea exchange in the CBSMC

e Environmental security and sustainable development of the CBSMC

e Compilation and integration of paleontological, micropaleontological, bibliographic,
radiocarbon, sedimentological, and paleoceanographic data sets cartographically into a unified
and constantly updated Geoinformation System

FIELD TRIP (Fig. 1)
22 August

Visit to the Danube delta region near the town of Izmail (Odessa region) and Yalpug Lake.
Visit to the excavations of the multi-layer archaeological site Orlovka (with special emphasis
on remains of the Roman imperial limes — fortress and cemetery at the Danube crossing
place). Overview of 'Trajan’s rampart' (remains of Early Iron Age defensive bank and Bronze
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and Early Iron Age kurgans along the Odessa-1zmail road. Visit to the town of Izmail and its
medieval fortress. The geological outcrop of Upper Pleistocene sediments with abundant
Didacna pontocaspia Pavl will be visited. The length of the outcrop is 1.2-1.5 km; the 14-C
age ranges from 20 to 370 ka BP. The outcrop shows the formation of the Danube terraces.
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Figure 1: A — map of the Black Sea; B — northern shelf and adjacent coast with geological and
archaeological sites to be visited during field trips on August 22 (1.1-1.4), 23 (2.1-2..6), and
24 August (3.1-3.4).

23 August

Visit to the Budzhak region (Lower Dniester-Lower Danube interfluve) with special emphasis
on its prehistoric archaeological sites (Early Mesolithic site Bilolissia, Recent Mesolithic sites
Trapovka, Sarata Kurgan burial field, and Late Bronze Age site Trykhatky). Demonstration of
the stratigraphic position of cultural levels and their relative chronology. The first terrace of
the River Sarata, re-deepened during the course of the Late Pleistocene sea-level rise, is dated
by sealed cultural levels (Bilolissia). One of the earliest and the most expansive kurgan burial
fields (the Sarata kurgans) will be visited. It was founded in the Eneolithic (around 5000-4200
years BC). The easternmost extent of the Kukrek cultural distribution (Trapivka) in Budzhak
Is situated on the shore of Sasyk Liman. This fact provides a new perspective on liman
formation studies. Overview of the Trykhatky site — a typical steppe agricultural settlement
situated directly on the shore of the modern saltwater lake (Magala). Overview of the history
of the secondary rivers, fresh-, and saltwater lakes of the region (Sasyk, Shagany, and Burnas)
with emphasis on their Late Holocene history. Visit to the town of Vilkove, a traditional
settlement of Russian Old-Believers on the Danubian mouth, which is called the 'Ukrainian
Venice' due to the excavation of small canals (‘erik’) as roads and streets. Observations of
coastal abrasion by the Black Sea with an adjacent spit near the villages of Lebedivka and
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Sergiivka. The steep coastal precipice is composed of Pliocene and Pleistocene clays and
loess loams, which are all intensely eroded. The spit separates Budzhak Liman from the sea
and is made up of recent sands and coquina. Spit formation takes place under conditions of
active sediment relocation, the material deriving from abrasion of the coast and distribution
by longshore currents. The spit is relatively narrow with numerous ravines.

24 August

Demonstration of the complex stratigraphy of Myrne — reference site for the Recent
Mesolithic. Its cultural layer is dated to the Boreal period and lies below a buried salty layer
dating to the Atlantic period. Overview of the Vasylivka site, which is especially indicative of
the spread of blade and trapeze technology in Eurasia in the Early Holocene. Visit to the
Ukrainian "Zero" kilometer of the Danube River (by boat) where the Ochakov mouth of the
Danube enters the Black Sea. Here, a clear division between the sea and freshwater is visible
along with progradation of the Danube delta. There is an accumulative coast in the vicinity of
the village of Primorskoe with a series of coastal bars on a wide beach where sediments are
being relocated by longshore current.

SOCIAL PROGRAM

During the conference, a series of tours and entertainment will be organized. More details will be
announced in the Second Circular.

VENUE

The conference will be held under the auspices of the Odessa I.I. Mechnikov National
University (ONU) [http://www.onu.edu.ua] on the Main Campus located at 2, Dvorianskaya
Str., Odessa, Ukraine 65082.

Odessa is situated on the northwestern coast of the Black Sea in the southwestern part of
Ukraine. This high quality scientific, educational, cultural, industrial, and resort city is the
third largest in Ukraine (after Kiev and Kharkov) with population about 1,000,000. The city is
situated in close proximity to the key geological and archaeological sites to be studied by the
participants during fieldwork associated with the conference.

The ONU was established in 1865. It has eleven faculties, three educational institutes, four
museums, three research institutes, one college, a series of scientific research laboratories and
branches at four cities in the southern part of Ukraine. The ONU is well known as a scientific
and educational center in the fields of geology, archaeology, and ethnology. It has the best
and oldest Paleontological and Archaeological Museums in Eastern Europe with a unique
collection of fossils relevant to the subject of the conference. During the last 40 years an
impressive database on human occupation along the northwestern coast of the Black Sea has
been collected by Odessa scientists, who are largely unknown to the global scientific
community because direct and regular contacts as well as international projects realized in
Odessa are lacking. The ONU is dedicated to being a leader in education and culture in
Ukraine, establishing itself as an international center for research and scientific development.

The ONU is very experienced in organizing international scientific conferences. During the
last 5 years, about 200 conferences have been organized here, and about one quarter of them
welcomed the participation of representatives from different countries. Lately, the following
scientific fora have been carried out: First International Congress of Young Archaeologists
and Ethnologists (April, 2002); First Congress of Microbiologists of Ukraine (April, 2005);
First International Congress of Ukrainian Physicists (October, 2005); and others. Technical
support and infrastructure of ONU satisfy basic needs for conferences in internet facilities,
technical equipment (power point stations, overheads, slide-projectors, mailing and
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information system etc.), specialized conference halls with the possibility of simultaneous
translation. Besides, ONU is one of four Ukrainian universities having a state license for the
preparation of specialists in the fields closest to anthropology (it is currently off the specialties
list for higher education) — archaeology and ethnology. MA and PhD students will be actively
involved in conference preparation and would promote and disseminate ideas and results of
research projects while contributing to the integration of young scientists from Ukraine into
the European and worldwide scientific community.

ACCOMMODATION

There are various hotels in Odessa with a wide price range. Participants have to arrange their
accommaodation by contacting the reception desk of the hotels directly.

REGISTRATION FEE

Registration before Registration after
30 June 2011 30 June 2011
Euro Euro
Participant 300 350
Accompanying person 250 300
Student* 200 250

*Student identification is required

The registration fee covers conference kit, refreshments during coffee breaks, conference dinner,
lunches during field trips, museum entrance fees, and bus transportation during the field trip. It does
not cover hotel accommodation or dinners during the conference and field trips.

REFUND POLICY
Fifty percent refund before June 30, 2010. No refund is possible after June 30, 2010.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

INQUA 501 will provide very limited funds. Therefore, applicants should seek funds from elsewhere
to help underwrite the costs of attendance. Preference in allocations of funds will be given to those
from the developing world who present a high quality paper accepted by the Scientific Committee.

CONFERENCE LANGUAGE

The official conference language is English.

ABSTRACT

Preference will be given to extended and informative abstracts containing new data and arguments. As
a rule, your abstract(s) should be around 2 pages. But we are quite flexible with the length of the

abstract if it contains new data and arguments.

Short and uninformative abstracts or abstracts irrelevant to the themes of the meeting will not
be considered.

The guidelines for abstract preparation and submission are outlined in the Abstract Template. You
must specify the mode of your presentation: ORAL or POSTER. No abstracts will be accepted without

www.avalon-institute.org/IGCP
http://www.onu.edu.ua



INQUA 501 Seventh Plenary Meeting and Field Trip, 21-28 August 2011, Odessa, Ukraine

registration of at least one of the authors. Every registered participant has the right to submit up to two
extended abstracts as the first author.

ORAL AND POSTER PRESENTATION

Each speaker will have 20 minutes for presentation including questions. Poster format is 100x180 cm.
Projection Equipment: Screens, LCD (PowerPoint presentation) projectors, and overhead projectors
are available.

PUBLICATION

Accepted abstracts will be published in the Volume of Extended Abstracts. The full papers will be
published in the INQUA 501-IGCP 521 Fifth Special Volume of the journal Quaternary International.
For preparation of the manuscript, refer to the Instructions for Contributors.

VISA

Visitors from other countries must carry a valid passport and, in certain cases, a visa to be able to enter
Ukraine. For more information on visa and other required travel documents, please contact the
Ukrainian Embassy or Consulate in your area before your departure. Please refer to
http://www.mfa.gov.ua/mfa/en/publication/content/1865.htm for further information about visa
requirements and to http://www.mfa.gov.ua/mfa/en/305.htm for the list of Ukrainian Embassies. An
Invitation Letter will be provided upon your request.

CLIMATE

The end of August is the most favorable time of the year for the field trips. Daily temperature is about
28°C, at night it is about 15-20°C. Sea water temperature is usually about 20°C.

TRAVEL

Odessa is easily accessible by air (Vienna, Budapest, Istanbul, Athens, Aleppo, Larnaka,
Moscow, Kiev, Kishineu, Yerevan, Tiflis and other European and Asian cities), railway
(Warsaw, Prague, Bratislava, Vienna, Berlin, Moscow, Saint-Petersburg, major cities of
Ukraine and many other cities of the former Soviet Union), bus (Germany, Greece, Bulgaria,
as well as major cities of Ukraine and Russia), and ship (Istanbul, Haifa, Varna, Yalta, and
Sevastopol). For more details please refer to www.odessaonline.com.ua

DEADLINES

February 24,2011  First Circular on INQUA 501-IGCP 521 website (www.avalon-

institute.org/IGCP)
February 10,2011  Abstract submission and registration opens

May 31, 2011 Abstract submission closes

June 30, 2011 Notification of abstract acceptance

June 30, 2011 Deadline for early registration

July 31, 2011 Second Circular and the Conference Programme at www.avalon-

institute.org/IGCP

February 10,2012  Submission of full paper to INQUA 501-IGCP 521 special volume of

Quaternary International journal opens

December 31,2012  Submission of full paper to INQUA 501-IGCP 521 special volume of

Quaternary International journal closes
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